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Rector’s Report 
to the five parishes of the Hulland United Benefice for 2018 
 
 

Some of the headlines of 2018: 
 

Lent group - The Joy of the Gospel 
Lent Lunches 
Messy Church 
24 hour prayer 

Remembrance Services 
Book Club 

Home Groups 
 

 
In a bit more detail: 

 
"The Joy of the Gospel" was a Lent course which looked at ways of recovering 
the joy to be found in the gospel and how that can help in sharing that with 
others.  It included excerpts from Pope Francis' writing called "The Joy of the 
Gospel". 

 

 

On six Mondays in Lent, we held Lent Lunches at Atlow Village Hall.  These 
were well attended and those who came enjoyed copious amounts of 
homemade soup and bread.  They were great social occasions as well as 
raising money for the Food Bank in Ashbourne. 
 

As a United Benefice we put on six Messy Church sessions over the year.  
This is church particularly aimed at families with children and includes lots of 
crafts, games and experiments to help us explore the theme, along with a 
bible story, prayers and a song or two.  The afternoon finishes with tea for 
everyone. 
We have had some really good attendances with many people who wouldn't 
normally come along to 'traditional' church.  We are hugely grateful to Penny 
Northall and the team of volunteers from across the Benefice who help out. 

 

We took part in the annual 24 Hour Prayer event again this year.  This time it was at 
Hulland Church and we just about had enough people sign up to cover the whole 
time.  Various prayer stations were set up to help guide people in their praying. 
 

2018 marked the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1 and services were held 
in each of our five parishes on the 11th November.  Other events were also put 
on, especially in Hulland in conjunction with other village groups and 
organisations.  Children from Hulland School sang songs from their summer play 
"Letter to the Trenches" which was very moving, as was the moment when they 
dropped poppies from the balcony onto the congregation below. 
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Rev Linda has started a book club which meets roughly every other month. The 
books read all have a connection with Christianity and often spark some lively 
discussion. 

 

There are two ecumenical Home Groups that meet in Hulland once a month: 
one in conjunction with the Methodist church, and the other connected with 
Reach Church in Derby.  The former tends to follow a theme for a term, the 
latter has visiting leaders who lead a study of their choice. 

 

Kniveton Church put on another amazing Angel Festival at the end of November 
with some amazing wall hangings and angels made from a variety of materials all 
over the church.  Money was raised for three organisations, including the church 
via donations, the sale of handmade items and refreshments. 

 
 

 
Other News: 
 
Sunday and midweek Services: 
Our regular pattern of services on Sundays and weekdays continues with a couple of changes in 
two parishes:  Both Kniveton and Bradley have changed their All Age services to 'Songs of Praise' 
services. Both still have an informality to them.   

Attendances are good in some place, and have dropped a bit in others.   Why not invite someone 
to come along with you to your next service? 

Across the Benefice we have a variety of services on offer which  are now complimented by 
Messy Church every six to eight weeks.  Many people are 'crossing borders' to join other 
congregations which is great and helps us to feel even more like a United Benefice. 

Monthly Hulland Home communion and Hognaston Mid Day Med, along with our weekly 
morning and evening prayer at Bradley and Hognaston continue to offer people opportunities for 
worship and prayer other than on a Sunday. 

 
Schools: 
Our work in schools continues with the "Open the Book" teams, collective worship conducted by 
Rev Phil, Rev Linda and June Lomas, and there is a Christian presence on all of the Governing 
Boards.  Do pray for our schools as they face the challenge of ever tighter budgets. 
 
Hulland Hippos: 
This group continues to meet a need for somewhere for carers/parents/grandparents to take 
their young children.  It is a very friendly, welcoming group where children have fun, parents can 
chat and catch up with each other, and support can be found. 
 
Comfy Seats: 
Atlow Church now has cushions on every pew.  Come and try them out! 
 
Baptisms/Weddings/Funerals: 
Across the Benefice in 2018 there were 13 baptisms, 9 weddings and 17 funerals. 
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New for 2019: 
 
We are going to recruit people from each parish to become official Pastoral Visitors.  They will be 
trained and co-ordinated by Rev Linda and will visit and keep in touch with parishioners.  There 
will be a commissioning service later in the year. 
 
Rev Phil and his wife Rachel have begun a Youth Group which meets at the Rectory twice a 
month on Sunday evenings. If you know of any young people in school years 7-11 who might be 
interested in attending, let Rev Phil know.  They are currently doing the Youth Alpha course. 
 
 
 
Alterations and Upgrades: 
 
Bradley:  the path to the churchyard will be renewed this year. 
Hognaston:  A handrail will be fitted alongside the path from the gate to the door.  They are also 
applying for permission to upgrade the kitchen and fit a fully accessible toilet. 
Hulland: They have been granted permission to do some re-ordering at the back of the church to 
create a larger, flexible space where people can be welcomed, children can play, pushchairs can 
be parked, coffees served.  A new font will be installed at the front of the church. 
 
 
And finally..... 
 
Please pray! 

Attend to your own walk with God.  It’s important. 
Continue to pray for God's work here in our villages.  
Have we been blessed by the ministry of our parishes? Then let’s give 

thanks to God.  
Are we disappointed with aspects of our ministry? Then bring those 

things to God in prayer (and have a conversation with the clergy 
about it!). 

Do we want to know where God is leading us as a Christian community? 
Then let us wait on the Lord and seek his guidance. 

 
 
Contribute!          Time?  Talents?  Money?  We all have some of each of those to give 

in the service of God and each other. Many people already give 
generously - and it is much appreciated.  
How do you personally support the ministry of the churches in our 
Benefice? 
Do you have skills that you would like to offer?  Perhaps a bit of spare 
time here and there?  Is there a need in our communities that you 
think we could meet? 
Have you considered moving your giving onto a monthly standing 
order?  Speak to your church treasurer if you are interested.  There 
are many benefits in giving this way. 
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Thank you! 
I would like to finish by saying a huge "thank you" to you all for your support over the last year 
and for all that you do throughout our five parishes.  Many people give a lot of their time to 
enable our regular services and events to take place, along with the many one off events and 
towards the care and maintenance of our buildings.   
 
May the Lord, by his Holy Spirit living in us, continue to bless us, and bless others through us. 
 
 
"Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen." 

Ephesians 3:20-21 


